
R:\Economic Development\BEDP\Minutes 2008\December 5, 2008.doc 

Burien Business and Economic Development Partnership 

(BEDP) 

 

Friday, December 5, 2008 

7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Burien Interim City Hall, Shared Conference Room 

15811 Ambaum Blvd. SW 

 
 

Members Present: Rick Cosgrave, Nancy Damon, David Elliott, Bob Ewing, Geri Fain, Kevin 

Fitz, Michael Goldsmith, Karen Lautermilch, Doug Moreland 

 

Excused Absentees:  Harvey Aulgur, Jim Hughes, Alice Madsen, Mark Minium, Jane Voget 

  

Staff:  Mike Martin, City Manager; Dick Loman, Economic Development Manager; Janet 

Stallman, Department Assistant  

 

Guests:  Mayor Joan McGilton; Councilmember Kathy Keene; Patty Sader, Executive Director, 

Discover Burien  

 

Call to Order: Meeting opened at 7:00 a.m. by Michael Goldsmith, Chair 

 

Burien Arts Commission Meeting: Report Out & Discussion – Michael Goldsmith 

Michael gave a brief report of his attendance at a Burien Arts Commission Meeting.  He 

mentioned various ideas that he heard.  One of particular interest was downtown art pieces with 

placards that have a phone number to dial to get the artist’s statement.  Other ideas include: 

displaying artwork in empty storefronts; having businesses adopt a light-pole near them.  They 

are then responsible for their hanging basket, their flats, their Christmas decorations, etc.   

 

Michael wondered whether the banner project suggested by Maureen Hoffman would be 

something the private sector would be interested in doing.   

 

The “Art Park” will be happening.  It is intriguing that empty space can be used to display art.  

They expect it will be getting traction from other places. 

 

Update on Annexation from City Manager 

Mike completed mediation with Seattle & King County regarding Annexation at 6pm last night.  

Council needs to approve agreement. 

 

General Discussion of Economy and Concept of Supporting Local Business 

Mike wanted to mention that in regard to the B&O tax, he did some research. The State collects 

ten times the amount that the City collects.  27% of our sales tax is from the car dealers.  They 

are important to us and we’ll work with them, but it doesn’t help that much. 
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Discover Burien 

 Red Plum ad went out.  30 Burien businesses participated; 75,000 homes received it.     

 They are creating 3 banners that will say, “Shop local, support Burien.”  These will go up 

in three places around the city. 

 South County Business Reporter and Discover Burien have been chatting;  

 Deciding whether to join Seattle Convention Bureau -- will vote next week. 

 Shopping Guide/Dining Guide done. 

 Winterfest is this weekend.  There will be photos with Santa and reindeers, hayrides and 

carriage rides.  There will also be a coat drive by a Girl Scout troop.  Bring coats. 

 Feedback:  Michael said Red Plum mailer was great.  He liked the community 

information on the front; calendars and information a good public/private partnership.   

 Sent out a RFP for event coordinator; Board deciding who will be interviewed.  Good 

candidates.   

 

Continued Discussion of Visioning for Economic Element of Comprehensive Plan 

The subcommittee has expanded to eight members.  Everybody has an assignment to contact at 

least one person to get a vision written.  Then they will get together and look at the 10 or 15 

vision statements and figure out where to go from there. 

 

We will be report out to the full group at the second meeting in January.   

 

Next Meeting January 9, 2009, 7:00 a.m. – INTERIM CITY HALL 

 

Future agenda item:  Viaduct Stakeholder Meeting; Don Newby; eight options being 

considered.   

 


